
Using Colored Pencils to Draw Animals: A
Comprehensive Guide for Beginners
Welcome to the world of colored pencils and the fascinating journey of
drawing animals. This comprehensive guide will equip you with the
techniques, tips, and tricks you need to create lifelike and captivating
animal portraits.

Choosing the Right Colored Pencils

The choice of colored pencils is crucial to the quality of your drawings. Look
for pencils with soft leads that blend seamlessly and produce rich colors.
Brands like Prismacolor, Faber-Castell, and Caran d'Ache offer excellent
options.
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The paper you use will significantly impact the results. Opt for smooth,
acid-free drawing paper with a slight tooth to hold the pencil pigments well.
A heavier weight paper, such as 90-140 lb, will prevent buckling.

Basic Techniques

Layering

Layering involves applying multiple layers of color to create depth and
realism. Start with light layers and gradually add darker shades to build up
the form.

Blending

Blending is essential for smooth transitions between colors. Use a colorless
blender pencil or tortillion to gently merge the edges of different shades.

Hatching and Cross-Hatching

Hatching and cross-hatching are techniques where you draw parallel or
intersecting lines to create texture and shading. Adjust the distance and
angle of the lines to vary the effect.

Burnishing

Burnishing is a technique where you rub a dark pencil over a lighter colored
area to create a smooth, glossy surface, often used to depict details like
eyes.

Drawing Animals Step-by-Step

Let's delve into the step-by-step process of drawing different animals:

Dog Portrait



Begin by sketching the basic shape of the dog's head. Use light strokes to
outline the nose, eyes, ears, and mouth. Layer darker shades to define the
features.

Cat Portrait

Pay special attention to the feline's expressive eyes and sleek body. Start
with a light sketch, then add layers of color to create the soft, furry texture.

Lion Portrait

Focus on capturing the lion's majestic mane. Layer different shades of
brown to add depth and texture. Use hatching techniques to render the
whiskers.

Elephant Portrait

Accurately depict the elephant's massive size and wrinkled skin. Use lighter
shades for the highlights and darker shades for the shadows.

Tips for Drawing Animals

Observe Animals: Study live animals or high-quality photographs to
capture their anatomy and unique features.

Use Reference Photos: Have a reference image handy to ensure
accuracy and avoid errors.

Start with the Basics: Begin with simple shapes and gradually add
details to avoid overwhelming yourself.

Practice Regularly: Consistent practice is key to developing your skills
and improving your technique.



Drawing animals with colored pencils requires patience, practice, and an
understanding of the basic techniques. By embracing the principles
outlined in this guide, you can create beautiful and realistic animal portraits
that will capture the essence and beauty of the natural world.

Remember, the journey of artistic expression is an ongoing one. With
dedication and a passion for drawing, you can master the art of colored
pencil animal drawings and bring your creations to life.
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