
Until Brazil: The Extraordinary Story of Bethe
Lee Moulton, the Unlikely Spy Who Changed
the Course of World War II
In the annals of World War II, amidst the grand tapestry of battles and
military campaigns, there exists a lesser-known yet equally remarkable tale
of espionage and intrigue. It is the story of Bethe Lee Moulton, an
unassuming American woman who became an unlikely spy in Brazil and
played a pivotal role in shaping the outcome of the war.

Born in 1910 into a prominent American family, Bethe Lee Moulton led a
privileged life. However, beneath her polished exterior lay a spirit of
adventure and a deep sense of patriotism. When war broke out in Europe
in 1939, Moulton's life took an unexpected turn.
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Driven by a desire to contribute to the war effort, Moulton volunteered her
services to the Office of Strategic Services (OSS),the precursor to the CIA.
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Despite her lack of formal training or experience in espionage, Moulton's
intelligence, resourcefulness, and fluency in Portuguese made her an ideal
candidate for a covert mission in Brazil.

In 1942, Moulton arrived in Rio de Janeiro under the guise of a
businesswoman. Her mission was to establish a clandestine network of
agents and gather intelligence on German and Italian activities in Brazil.
Brazil, at the time, was officially neutral in the war, but it was widely
believed that Axis agents were operating within its borders.

Moulton's cover as a businesswoman provided her with a respectable
facade, but it also presented challenges. She had to maintain a constant
vigil against suspicion and avoid attracting undue attention. In the shadowy
underworld of espionage, every contact was a potential threat, and every
conversation could be a trap.

Undeterred, Moulton skillfully navigated the treacherous landscape of
Brazilian society. She recruited agents from all walks of life, including
businessmen, journalists, and even high-ranking government officials.
Together, they formed a formidable intelligence network that provided
invaluable information to the Allied Powers.

One of Moulton's most significant achievements was her successful
infiltration of the German embassy in Rio de Janeiro. Through her contacts
within the embassy, she obtained sensitive documents, including
codebooks and secret messages. These documents provided the Allies
with crucial insights into German military operations and helped pave the
way for the eventual Allied victory in the Battle of the Atlantic.



Moulton's work in Brazil was not without its dangers. On several occasions,
she narrowly escaped capture or assassination by Axis agents. Once, she
was detained by the Brazilian police after being mistaken for a German spy.
However, her quick wit and diplomatic skills allowed her to talk her way out
of trouble.

As the war progressed, Moulton's intelligence network became increasingly
valuable to the Allies. Her reports provided early warnings of Axis plans and
helped Allied forces prepare for impending attacks. In recognition of her
outstanding contributions, Moulton was awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross, one of the highest military decorations in the United States.

After the war, Bethe Lee Moulton returned to the United States a changed
woman. She had witnessed firsthand the horrors of war and the sacrifices
made by countless individuals. She became an advocate for peace and
international cooperation, and she dedicated her later years to
humanitarian work.

Bethe Lee Moulton's story is a testament to the resilience, courage, and
determination of ordinary people who made extraordinary contributions to
history. As an unlikely spy in Brazil, she played a vital role in shaping the
outcome of World War II. Her legacy as an unsung hero continues to
inspire generations and serves as a reminder that even in the darkest of
times, individuals can make a profound difference.
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