Topographies of Gender in Middle High
German Arthurian Romance: Studies in the
Representation of Space and the Construction
of Gender Identities

The Middle High German Arthurian romances are a rich source of material
for the study of gender. These texts, which were written in the twelfth and
thirteenth centuries, offer a glimpse into the ways in which medieval
authors thought about gender and the roles of men and women. In this
article, | will explore the topographies of gender in Middle High German
Arthurian romance, examining how space is used to construct and
represent gender identities.

| will begin by discussing the ways in which the castle is used as a symbol
of male power and authority. The castle is a space that is both public and
private, and it is often used to stage scenes of violence and conflict. In the
Arthurian romances, the castle is typically the home of the lord or king, and
it is a place where women are often excluded or marginalized.
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In contrast to the castle, the forest is a space that is associated with women
and nature. The forest is a place of danger and adventure, but it is also a
place where women can find freedom and independence. In the Arthurian
romances, the forest is often the setting for scenes of love and romance,
and it is a place where women can escape the constraints of the castle.

The garden is another important space in the Arthurian romances. The
garden is a place of beauty and fertility, and it is often associated with the
Virgin Mary. In the Arthurian romances, the garden is often the setting for
scenes of love and courtship, and it is a place where women can find
solace and peace.

The three spaces of the castle, the forest, and the garden are all important
symbols of gender in the Middle High German Arthurian romances. These
spaces are used to construct and represent gender identities, and they
provide a framework for understanding the ways in which medieval authors
thought about gender.

In addition to the three main spaces of the castle, the forest, and the
garden, there are a number of other spaces that are used to represent
gender in the Middle High German Arthurian romances. These spaces
include the city, the church, and the tournament field. The city is a space of
commerce and trade, and it is often associated with the merchant class.
The church is a space of religion and spirituality, and it is often associated
with the clergy. The tournament field is a space of violence and
competition, and it is often associated with the aristocracy.
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The ways in which these spaces are used to represent gender are complex
and varied. In some cases, spaces are used to reinforce traditional gender
roles. For example, the castle is often used to represent the power and
authority of men, while the forest is often used to represent the danger and
adventure that women face.

In other cases, spaces are used to challenge and subvert traditional gender
roles. For example, the garden is often used to represent the beauty and
fertility of women, and it is a place where women can find solace and
peace. The city is also a space where women can find freedom and
independence, and it is often the setting for scenes of love and romance.

The Middle High German Arthurian romances offer a rich and complex view
of gender. These texts provide a glimpse into the ways in which medieval
authors thought about gender, and they offer a valuable resource for
understanding the construction of gender identities in the Middle Ages.
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