
The New Paradigm for the Ethics of Peace and
War: A Comprehensive Exploration
War and peace have been integral aspects of human history, shaping
societies and cultures around the globe. The ethical implications of these
concepts have been debated and re-evaluated throughout centuries,
leading to a continuous evolution in our understanding of the moral
dimensions of conflict and its resolution. In recent decades, a new
paradigm for the ethics of peace and war has emerged, challenging
traditional assumptions and offering a more nuanced and comprehensive
approach to this complex subject.

Traditionally, the ethics of war and peace have been based on the principle
of Just War Theory, which originated in the writings of early Christian
theologians such as Augustine and Aquinas. This theory holds that war is
sometimes morally justifiable when certain conditions are met, including:

A just cause, such as self-defense or the protection of innocent lives

Right intention, seeking to achieve good rather than evil

Proportionality, where the expected benefits of war outweigh its
potential harms

Last resort, when all other peaceful means of resolving the conflict
have been exhausted

While Just War Theory has provided a valuable framework for
understanding the ethics of war, it has also been criticized for its limited
scope and rigidity. It focuses primarily on the justification of war itself, rather



than the wider implications of its use, and it does not adequately address
the complex moral issues that arise in modern warfare, such as the use of
nuclear weapons and the targeting of civilians.

Just Peacemaking: The New Paradigm for the Ethics of
Peace and War by Glen H Stassen

4.8 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1258 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 275 pages
X-Ray for textbooks : Enabled

The new paradigm for the ethics of peace and war seeks to address these
limitations by offering a more holistic and nuanced approach. It recognizes
the importance of both peace and war as integral aspects of human
existence, and it calls for a more comprehensive consideration of the
ethical implications of both.

Key principles of the new paradigm include:

The Primacy of Peace: Peace is the ideal state of human affairs, and it
should be pursued by all possible means. War is a tragic failure and
should only be resorted to as a last resort.

Respect for Human Dignity: All human beings have inherent dignity
and value, regardless of their nationality, race, religion, or political
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affiliation. This principle applies to both combatants and non-
combatants in war.

The Prevention of Harm: War is an inherently harmful activity, and the
moral imperative is to minimize harm to all parties involved. This
includes not only the prevention of physical suffering but also
psychological trauma and environmental damage.

The Responsibility to Protect: States have a responsibility to protect
their citizens from violence and aggression. This responsibility may
sometimes require the use of force, but it must be exercised with
caution and in accordance with international law.

The Search for Sustainable Solutions: War is often a symptom of
deep-rooted problems, such as poverty, inequality, and discrimination.
The new paradigm calls for addressing these underlying causes in
order to create a more just and peaceful world.

The new paradigm for the ethics of peace and war has significant
implications for policy and practice. It requires governments and other
actors to:

Pursue diplomatic and peaceful means of resolving conflicts whenever
possible.

Exercise restraint in the use of force and adhere to the principles of
Just War Theory.

Protect civilians and non-combatants from the effects of war.

Promote respect for human rights and the rule of law.

Invest in peacebuilding and conflict prevention measures.



The implementation of the new paradigm faces a number of challenges and
obstacles, including:

Political realities: Governments and other actors may be reluctant to
prioritize peace over other interests, such as national security or
economic gain.

Cultural factors: Some cultures glorify war as a necessary evil or a
source of national pride.

Economic incentives: The arms trade is a lucrative industry that
generates billions of dollars in profits every year.

Lack of accountability: War crimes and other violations of international
humanitarian law often go unpunished.

The new paradigm for the ethics of peace and war is a nuanced and
comprehensive approach that seeks to address the complex moral issues
surrounding war and peace. It places a high value on human life and
dignity, and it calls for a commitment to peaceful conflict resolution and the
pursuit of sustainable solutions. While implementation of the new paradigm
faces challenges, it offers a hopeful vision for a more just and peaceful
future.
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