
The Great Silent Army of Abolitionism: An
Exploration of the Unsung Heroes of the Anti-
Slavery Movement
The abolition of slavery in the United States was a hard-fought battle, with
many well-known figures leading the charge. However, behind these
famous names was a vast network of unsung heroes who played a vital
role in the movement. These individuals, known as the Great Silent Army of
Abolitionism, worked tirelessly to undermine the institution of slavery and
create a more just and equitable society.
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The Great Silent Army was made up of people from all walks of life. There
were farmers, laborers, teachers, housewives, doctors, lawyers, and even
former slaves. What united them was their shared belief that slavery was a
moral abomination that needed to be abolished.

The Role of the Great Silent Army
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The Great Silent Army played a crucial role in the abolitionist movement in
a number of ways. They provided financial support to abolitionist
organizations and publications. They helped to spread the word about the
evils of slavery, both in the United States and abroad. They provided safe
houses and transportation for escaped slaves. And they lobbied politicians
to pass laws that would restrict or abolish slavery.

The Great Silent Army was also responsible for some of the most dramatic
and effective acts of resistance against slavery. In 1831, a group of
abolitionists in Boston stormed a courthouse and rescued a fugitive slave
named Anthony Burns. In 1854, the Underground Railroad helped to
transport over 1,000 slaves to freedom in Canada. And in 1863, the
Emancipation Proclamation freed all slaves in the United States.

The Unsung Heroes of Abolitionism

The Great Silent Army was made up of countless unsung heroes who
dedicated their lives to the cause of abolitionism. Here are just a few of
their stories:

Harriet Beecher Stowe: Stowe wrote the best-selling novel Uncle
Tom's Cabin, which helped to turn public opinion against slavery.

Frederick Douglass: Douglass was a former slave who became a
leading abolitionist speaker and writer.

William Lloyd Garrison: Garrison was the founder of the abolitionist
newspaper The Liberator.

John Brown: Brown was a radical abolitionist who led an armed raid
on a federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia.



Sojourner Truth: Truth was a former slave who became a powerful
abolitionist speaker.

The Legacy of the Great Silent Army

The Great Silent Army of Abolitionism left a lasting legacy on the United
States. Their efforts helped to bring about the end of slavery and create a
more just and equitable society. Their stories continue to inspire people
today to fight for social justice and equality.

The Great Silent Army of Abolitionism was a vast network of unsung heroes
who played a vital role in the abolition of slavery in the United States. Their
work helped to create a more just and equitable society, and their legacy
continues to inspire people today.
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