
The Global Encyclopaedia of Informality:
Uncovering the Hidden Economy and Society
The Global Encyclopaedia of Informality is a groundbreaking and
comprehensive resource that provides a deep dive into the informal sector,
a vast and often overlooked aspect of the global economy and society.
Edited by renowned scholars Alejandro Portes and Katherine Bellotti, this
encyclopaedia offers a multidisciplinary perspective on informality,
encompassing its various forms, causes, and consequences across
different regions and sectors.

The Global Encyclopaedia of Informality defines informality as "economic
activities that are not regulated or protected by the state, and that are often
unrecorded or hidden from official statistics." This broad definition
encompasses a wide range of activities, including:

Informal work: Work that is not protected by formal labour
regulations, such as minimum wage laws or social security benefits.

Informal businesses: Businesses that operate outside of the formal
legal and regulatory framework, often without licenses or permits.

Informal markets: Markets where goods and services are exchanged
without government oversight or taxation.

Informal settlements: Housing arrangements that are not recognized
or regulated by the state, often lacking basic infrastructure and
services.



Informal networks: Social and economic networks that operate
outside of formal institutions, providing support and resources to
individuals and communities.

Informal governance: Systems of rule-making and enforcement that
emerge in the absence of formal state authority, often based on local
customs and traditions.

Informal justice: Dispute resolution mechanisms that operate outside
of the formal legal system, often relying on community elders or
religious leaders.

The contributors to The Global Encyclopaedia of Informality identify a
multitude of factors that contribute to the prevalence of informality,
including:
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Economic factors: Poverty, unemployment, and lack of access to
formal employment opportunities.
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Political factors: Weak governance, corruption, and lack of rule of
law.

Social factors: Exclusion from formal institutions, discrimination, and
cultural norms that favor informal arrangements.

Regulatory factors: Complex and burdensome regulations that make
it difficult for individuals and businesses to operate within the formal
economy.

The Global Encyclopaedia of Informality explores the diverse
consequences of informality, both positive and negative. On the positive
side, informality can provide:

Employment opportunities: Informal work and businesses create
jobs for millions of people who would otherwise be unemployed.

Economic growth: Informal activities can contribute to economic
growth by providing goods and services at lower costs than formal
businesses.

Social cohesion: Informal networks and institutions can provide
support and security to individuals and communities, fostering social
cohesion.

However, informality also has negative consequences, including:

Low wages and poor working conditions: Informal workers often
face low wages, long hours, and unsafe working conditions.

Lack of social protection: Informal workers and their families often
lack access to healthcare, education, and other social benefits.



Environmental degradation: Informal activities can contribute to
environmental degradation, such as pollution and deforestation.

Crime and corruption: Informality can provide opportunities for
criminal activities and corruption, as businesses and individuals
operate outside of the law.

The Global Encyclopaedia of Informality provides numerous examples of
informality from around the world, illustrating its diverse manifestations and
impacts. Some notable examples include:

Street vending: In many developing countries, street vending is a
common form of informal work, providing livelihoods for millions of
people.

Home-based businesses: Home-based businesses are another
widespread form of informality, particularly in developing countries and
among women entrepreneurs.

Informal settlements: Informal settlements are a major feature of
urban areas in many developing countries, providing housing for
millions of people who cannot afford formal housing.

Informal healthcare: Informal healthcare providers play a vital role in
providing healthcare services to communities that lack access to
formal healthcare systems.

Informal education: Informal education provides opportunities for
learning and skill development outside of formal educational
institutions.



The Global Encyclopaedia of Informality concludes with a discussion of the
implications of informality for policy and practice. The contributors argue
that policymakers and practitioners need to recognize the importance of
informality and adopt a nuanced approach that addresses its complex
causes and consequences. This includes:

Recognizing the positive contributions of informality:
Policymakers should acknowledge the economic and social benefits of
informality, while working to address its negative consequences.

Supporting informal workers and businesses: Governments should
provide support to informal workers and businesses through measures
such as microcredit, skills training, and access to social protection.

Improving the regulatory environment: Governments should
simplify regulations and reduce the costs of operating within the formal
economy.

Promoting social inclusion: Governments should work to reduce
exclusion from formal institutions and address the underlying causes of
informality, such as poverty and discrimination.

The Global Encyclopaedia of Informality is an essential resource for
anyone seeking to understand the informal sector. Its comprehensive
analysis of the causes, consequences, and examples of informality
provides valuable insights into this hidden economy and society. By
recognizing the importance of informality and adopting a nuanced
approach, policymakers and practitioners can harness its positive potential
while addressing its negative consequences, promoting inclusive and
sustainable development worldwide.



The Global Encyclopaedia of Informality, Volume 2:
Understanding Social and Cultural Complexity
(FRINGE) by Ulrich Weinberg

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 17751 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 571 pages

Understanding How to Build Guitar Chords and
Arpeggios: A Comprehensive Guide for
Guitarists
Mastering guitar chords and arpeggios is a fundamental aspect of guitar
playing that opens up a world of musical possibilities. These techniques
provide the backbone for...

Closing the Shocking Education Gap for
American Children: A Comprehensive Guide to
Addressing Educational Inequalities and
Ensuring Equitable Outcomes for All Students
Education is the foundation upon which a successful and just society is
built. It empowers individuals with the knowledge, skills, and critical
thinking...

FREE

https://reference.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjYxSklDS0hqR2pvY0VYeUtRMUNTbWVPdTljZHkyXC8rR0dWcG8wNVdNMEl1UU9BNURYSmNwUTBiYW1Wb1BKMzZob1hxZHVNM3RTQU1nb1p5OEg4M0FyTEpGMkZBMEJtOVdnSGJIb0ZVNnZZc0w3RndOXC9uaHpJZGM4bm5nUGFnUHNFcTBIMmszVHpzdkRabkxYRXpVbERBdEZ5dnVRVWdWb09NbXdyeCs2UHNIelZ1ZVpYUFcwTGV1SUpwaGRPN1RURm9lZlZ0eE83NnlONlg1OXQ3bU5RNnJlXC9zZjdHWmtQNzJ1TUMzWUtSY01DNU1rREVxSHZsdklabXlCYnFLUSsiLCJpdiI6IjllMjRmNWI3ZjQ4ZjdkOTFkMjNmZTg1OGJkZDFjNzA0IiwicyI6Ijg5NDMwNzNmNjU4NGFiYTUifQ%3D%3D
https://reference.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjN3TnpUVWJCZm1GVlNrVE42UEZ1N1NSSzlob25icWxNbGRwdVA5aVl6aHZcL1pCNGMwWkIxVFladGwrVU0rTlZIdEJjbG82MmZKVzlKZmZcL1hqYVpcLzg0bXlnWHpBK2RaSjZ6V0NwT1lzcHNmU1RxOCtmd01MOHZZaVd3XC9KbkMyenE2ZVc5K0d0Y0dvQVQ4VVVSaDVwUGdJWU1nZFp2c1d6d2w5WWVXUGI3dElEZmE1b0tjQWVlemFyQzZmNER1QnQ5WG50MXNKV0t5VzdVQ2ZZSVBKbEM4Wk5CaFZHbkE1cXdTRmVndlBNck5RU2VPZFN2bGprOUZqb3J5TmZIUXNxIiwiaXYiOiI5OWU1YWRlMGI2MTAxMjBlOWVlOTRlMjc2ZWNhNzM0ZiIsInMiOiI2ZTE4ZDlhZTY1ZWM4NjViIn0%3D
https://reference.deedeebook.com/book/Understanding%20How%20to%20Build%20Guitar%20Chords%20and%20Arpeggios%20A%20Comprehensive%20Guide%20for%20Guitarists.pdf
https://reference.deedeebook.com/book/Understanding%20How%20to%20Build%20Guitar%20Chords%20and%20Arpeggios%20A%20Comprehensive%20Guide%20for%20Guitarists.pdf
https://reference.deedeebook.com/book/Closing%20the%20Shocking%20Education%20Gap%20for%20American%20Children%20A%20Comprehensive%20Guide%20to%20Addressing%20Educational%20Inequalities%20and%20Ensuring%20Equitable%20Outcomes%20for%20All%20Students.pdf
https://reference.deedeebook.com/book/Closing%20the%20Shocking%20Education%20Gap%20for%20American%20Children%20A%20Comprehensive%20Guide%20to%20Addressing%20Educational%20Inequalities%20and%20Ensuring%20Equitable%20Outcomes%20for%20All%20Students.pdf
https://reference.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InozS3NMU0ZxaEtyY004N2N1cUx6YzN5aWUzdjBaS09TTXFsbW9FeDJXbU56bkZETW1TWUhRdm12YUl1RmVCZ0JCWkdBTW1lUmQzMXpTR3huMzFHZDQrM3FHcUNhY3JKNnpVWXZKSkpJdTM4Zm9xRWZxVlZzM1QxZ3ZJbHdOZ3ZEdUFicHQ3dU9iakprNGx3RnZDZ3pkXC9UV3hVTmg4TjdzUXVGWm5lNW9INGZqRU9xTnl2NW1nVFdmT3Z2ODJkWFBNeDk0WnhyU0lFODlcL3BDZWRJNmYwa0hzajJDaGc1Y0RJVjBwQThRT1dCK2xCaVpmdnVZd01UaVh5djg1VW9wZyIsIml2IjoiMGVkMGVkOWUwYTBmNWM1YmM2YWFjMTZhMGEyNDMyMTAiLCJzIjoiOWE5MzUxODAxMjE2MTk5ZSJ9



