
The Comprehensive Guide to Raising Ducks
for Home and Market Growers
Ducks are a popular choice for backyard farmers and market growers alike.
They are relatively easy to care for, they are good at foraging for their own
food, and they produce delicious meat and eggs.

If you are thinking about raising ducks, there are a few things you need to
know. In this article, we will cover everything you need to know about
raising ducks, from choosing the right breed to caring for your flock.
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Choosing the Right Breed of Duck

There are many different breeds of ducks available, so it is important to
choose one that is right for your needs. Some breeds are better suited for
meat production, while others are better for egg production. There are also
breeds that are better suited for backyard flocks, while others are better
suited for commercial operations.
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Here are a few of the most popular breeds of ducks:

Pekin: Pekins are a good choice for meat production. They are a large
breed with a white plumage. Pekins are also good at foraging for their
own food.

Muscovy: Muscovies are a good choice for both meat and egg
production. They are a medium-sized breed with a dark plumage.
Muscovies are also good at foraging for their own food.

Indian Runner: Indian Runners are a good choice for egg production.
They are a small breed with a long, slender body. Indian Runners are
very good at laying eggs, and they can lay up to 200 eggs per year.

Khaki Campbell: Khaki Campbells are a good choice for both meat
and egg production. They are a medium-sized breed with a khaki
plumage. Khaki Campbells are good at foraging for their own food, and
they can lay up to 150 eggs per year.

Housing Your Ducks

Ducks need a place to live that is safe, clean, and dry. The best type of
housing for ducks is a duck house. Duck houses can be purchased or built,
and they should be large enough to accommodate the number of ducks
you have. The duck house should also have a door that can be closed at
night to keep predators out.

In addition to a duck house, ducks also need a run. The run is a fenced-in
area where the ducks can exercise and forage for their own food. The run
should be at least 10 feet by 10 feet, and it should be surrounded by a
fence that is at least 4 feet high.



Feeding Your Ducks

Ducks are omnivores, which means that they eat both plants and animals.
Ducks can be fed a variety of foods, including:

Commercial duck feed: Commercial duck feed is a good option for
feeding ducks because it is complete and balanced. Commercial duck
feed can be purchased at most feed stores.

Scratch grains: Scratch grains are a good supplement to commercial
duck feed. Scratch grains can be fed to ducks in a hopper or scattered
on the ground.

Forage: Ducks are good at foraging for their own food. Ducks can eat
a variety of plants, including grasses, weeds, and insects.

Mealworms: Mealworms are a good source of protein for ducks.
Mealworms can be purchased at most pet stores.

Duckweed: Duckweed is a type of aquatic plant that is a good source
of nutrients for ducks. Duckweed can be found in ponds and lakes.

Caring for Your Ducks

Ducks are relatively easy to care for. However, there are a few things you
need to do to keep your ducks healthy and happy.

Provide fresh water: Ducks need access to fresh water at all times.
The water should be clean and free of debris.

Clean the duck house: The duck house should be cleaned regularly
to prevent the buildup of bacteria and parasites. The bedding should
be changed at least once a week, and the floor should be swept or
hosed down.



Trim the ducks' nails: The ducks' nails should be trimmed regularly to
prevent them from becoming overgrown.

Vaccinate the ducks: Ducks should be vaccinated against common
diseases, such as duck plague and duck hepatitis.

Deworm the ducks: Ducks should be dewormed regularly to prevent
the buildup of parasites.

Marketing Your Ducks

If you are raising ducks for market, you will need to find a way to market
your ducks to potential customers. There are a few different ways to market
your ducks, including:

Sell your ducks at a farmers market: Farmers markets are a great
way to sell your ducks directly to consumers.

Sell your ducks to a restaurant: Restaurants are a good market for
duck meat and eggs.

Sell your ducks online: You can sell your ducks online through a
website or social media.

Join a duck cooperative: Duck cooperatives are groups of duck
farmers who work together to market their ducks.

Raising ducks can be a fun and rewarding experience. Ducks are relatively
easy to care for, they are good at foraging for their own food, and they
produce delicious meat and eggs. If you are thinking about raising ducks, I
encourage you to give it a try. You may be surprised at how much you
enjoy it.
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