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The art of crochet has captivated crafters for centuries, allowing them to
create intricate and beautiful works of art. Among the many crochet
masterpieces, the Crochet Pineapple Nursing Shawl stands out as a
symbol of both elegance and practicality. Designed by the renowned
crochet artist Maria Merlino, this exquisite pattern offers a perfect
combination of style and functionality.

About Maria Merlino

Maria Merlino is a renowned crochet designer and teacher with over 40
years of experience. Her passion for the craft shines through in her intricate
patterns and her dedication to sharing her knowledge with others. Maria's
designs are known for their beauty, functionality, and attention to detail.
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The Crochet Pineapple Nursing Shawl Pattern

The Crochet Pineapple Nursing Shawl is a stunning creation that combines
the delicate beauty of lacework with the practicality of a nursing shawl. The
shawl features a flowing, asymmetrical shape that drapes gracefully over
the shoulders, providing ample coverage for both mother and child during
breastfeeding.

The central motif of the shawl is the intricate pineapple stitch, a classic
crochet technique that creates a beautiful textured effect. The pineapple
stitch is surrounded by delicate lacework, adding a touch of elegance to the
design. The shawl is finished with a decorative border that frames the piece
perfectly.

Materials Required

Lace-weight yarn (approx. 1000 yards)

Crochet hook size 3.5mm (US E/4)

Scissors

Yarn needle

Techniques Used

Single crochet

Double crochet

Treble crochet

Pineapple stitch

Lacework



Step-by-Step Instructions

The Crochet Pineapple Nursing Shawl is a challenging but rewarding
pattern, suitable for intermediate crocheters. Detailed instructions and a
comprehensive stitch glossary are provided to guide you through each step
of the process.

The shawl is crocheted from the top down, beginning with a foundation
chain. The pineapple stitch is introduced early on and repeated throughout
the pattern, creating the signature textured effect. The lacework sections
are crocheted in between the pineapple rows, adding a delicate touch to
the design.

As you progress through the pattern, the shawl gradually widens, creating
the flowing, asymmetrical shape. The decorative border is added at the
end, framing the shawl and giving it a polished look.

Inspiration for the Pattern

Maria Merlino drew inspiration for the Crochet Pineapple Nursing Shawl
from the beauty and function of nature. The pineapple stitch evokes the
delicate texture of a pineapple's skin, while the lacework resembles the
intricate patterns found in leaves and flowers.

The asymmetrical shape of the shawl allows for maximum coverage and
comfort during breastfeeding. The lacework sections provide ventilation,
making the shawl suitable for all seasons.

Variations and Customization

The Crochet Pineapple Nursing Shawl pattern offers numerous
opportunities for customization. You can choose to use different colors of



yarn to create a unique and personal piece. The size of the shawl can also
be adjusted by adding or subtracting rows to the pattern.

Experienced crocheters may wish to experiment with different stitch
variations to create their own interpretations of the pattern. The lacework
sections can be modified to create different textures and patterns.

The Crochet Pineapple Nursing Shawl is a true masterpiece that combines
beauty, functionality, and the art of crochet. Designed by the renowned
Maria Merlino, this exquisite pattern offers a perfect canvas for your
creativity. Whether you are an experienced crocheter or just starting out,
this pattern will guide you through the process of creating a stunning and
practical work of art.

Embrace the beauty of crochet and embark on the journey of creating your
own Crochet Pineapple Nursing Shawl. Let the delicate lacework and
intricate pineapple stitch inspire you as you craft a piece that will be
cherished for generations to come.
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