
The Aeneid by Mike Bartlett: A Contemporary
Epic Unraveled
: A Journey Through Time and Myth

The Aeneid, an epic poem penned by the Roman poet Virgil in the 1st
century BC, stands as an enduring masterpiece of Western literature. It
narrates the legendary tale of Aeneas, a Trojan hero destined to establish
the Roman Empire. Over the centuries, this epic has inspired countless
adaptations, including the captivating modern interpretation by Mike
Bartlett.
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Unveiling the Themes: Love, Loss, and Destiny

Bartlett's adaptation retains the core themes of Virgil's original work. Love,
loss, and fate intertwine to create a poignant and timeless narrative.
Aeneas, haunted by the loss of his beloved wife, Creusa, embarks on a
perilous journey that tests his courage and resilience. Throughout his
adventures, he encounters both love and betrayal, navigating the
complexities of human emotion.
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The concept of destiny looms large in The Aeneid. Aeneas grapples with
his preordained mission to found Rome, questioning the nature of his own
agency. Bartlett's adaptation explores the tension between personal choice
and the forces that shape our lives, delving into the profound questions of
free will and destiny.
Portraits of Characters: Aeneas, Dido, and More

Bartlett's adaptation breathes new life into the iconic characters of The
Aeneid. Aeneas emerges as a complex and flawed hero, haunted by his
past and driven by his destiny. Dido, Queen of Carthage, is portrayed as a
strong and independent woman who falls deeply in love with Aeneas, only
to face heartbreak and tragedy.
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Mike Bartlett's portrayal of Aeneas and Dido captures the intensity of their love and
the tragedy of their parting.

Other characters, such as the Sibyl, Anchises, and Turnus, are also given
depth and nuance, each contributing to the rich tapestry of the story.
Bartlett's skillful characterization allows readers to connect with these
ancient figures on a deeply human level.
Modernizing the Epic: Language, Form, and Style

Bartlett's adaptation is not merely a translation of Virgil's original Latin
verse. Rather, it is a creative reimagining that employs contemporary
language and theatrical techniques. The play's dialogue is crisp and
engaging, capturing the essence of Virgil's epic while resonating with
modern audiences.

The play's form is also innovative. Bartlett breaks away from the traditional
division of the epic into twelve books, opting for a more fluid and dynamic
structure. He incorporates elements of physical theater, multimedia, and
audience interaction, creating an immersive and multisensory experience.

The Significance of The Aeneid in Contemporary Literature

Mike Bartlett's adaptation of The Aeneid holds great significance in the
landscape of contemporary literature. It demonstrates the enduring power
of epic poetry, proving that these ancient tales can still resonate with
modern readers and audiences.

Bartlett's adaptation also serves as a valuable to classical literature. It
provides a bridge between the ancient world and the present, making



Virgil's masterpiece accessible to a new generation of readers and
theatergoers.
: A Timeless Epic Reimagined

The Aeneid by Mike Bartlett is a remarkable achievement that breathes
new life into Virgil's classic epic. It is a testament to the enduring power of
storytelling and the ability of theater to transport audiences across time and
cultures. Through its exploration of love, loss, destiny, and the human
condition, Bartlett's adaptation continues to captivate and inspire readers
and audiences alike.
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