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In today's world, students are constantly bombarded with complex text.
From textbooks and articles to online news and social media posts, they
need to be able to understand and analyze this type of text in order to
succeed in school and beyond.

Teaching students the skills they need to comprehend complex text is a
challenging but essential task. This article will provide you with a
comprehensive guide on how to do just that. We will cover a variety of
topics, including comprehension strategies, critical thinking skills, text
analysis skills, vocabulary building strategies, close reading strategies, and
critical literacy skills.
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Comprehension Strategies

Comprehension strategies are the mental processes that readers use to
understand text. There are a variety of different comprehension strategies,
but some of the most common include:

Previewing: This involves taking a quick look at the text before
reading it in order to get a general idea of what it is about.

Predicting: This involves making predictions about what the text will
be about based on the title, headings, and other clues.

Summarizing: This involves identifying the main points of the text and
putting them into your own words.

Questioning: This involves asking yourself questions about the text as
you read it.

Inferencing: This involves making inferences about the text based on
the information that is provided.

You can help students develop their comprehension strategies by teaching
them explicitly and providing them with opportunities to practice using
them. For example, you can teach students how to preview a text by asking
them to look at the title, headings, and first paragraph. You can then ask
them to make predictions about what the text will be about.

Critical Thinking Skills

Critical thinking skills are the skills that students need to analyze and
evaluate information. These skills include:



Identifying main ideas: This involves being able to identify the main
points of a text.

Analyzing arguments: This involves being able to identify the
different arguments that are presented in a text and to evaluate their
strengths and weaknesses.

Drawing inferences: This involves being able to make inferences
about the text based on the information that is provided.

Evaluating evidence: This involves being able to evaluate the
evidence that is presented in a text and to determine whether it is
relevant and credible.

You can help students develop their critical thinking skills by teaching them
explicitly and providing them with opportunities to practice using them. For
example, you can teach students how to identify main ideas by asking them
to identify the topic sentence of a paragraph. You can then ask them to
identify the supporting details that are provided in the paragraph.

Text Analysis Skills

Text analysis skills are the skills that students need to analyze the structure
and organization of a text. These skills include:

Identifying text structure: This involves being able to identify the
different sections of a text and to understand how they are organized.

Analyzing text features: This involves being able to identify the
different features of a text, such as headings, subheadings, and
images, and to understand how they contribute to the meaning of the
text.



Identifying literary devices: This involves being able to identify the
different literary devices that are used in a text, such as metaphors,
similes, and personification, and to understand how they contribute to
the meaning of the text.

You can help students develop their text analysis skills by teaching them
explicitly and providing them with opportunities to practice using them. For
example, you can teach students how to identify text structure by asking
them to identify the different sections of a text and to explain how they are
organized. You can then ask them to identify the different features of the
text and to explain how they contribute to the meaning of the text.

Vocabulary Building Strategies

Vocabulary building strategies are the strategies that students can use to
learn new words and to improve their understanding of the words they
already know. These strategies include:

Using context clues: This involves using the context of a word to
figure out its meaning.

Using a dictionary: This involves looking up words in a dictionary to
find out their meaning.

Using a thesaurus: This involves using a thesaurus to find synonyms
and antonyms for words.

Playing word games: This involves playing games that help students
to learn new words and to improve their understanding of the words
they already know.



You can help students develop their vocabulary building strategies by
teaching them explicitly and providing them with opportunities to practice
using them. For example, you can teach students how to use context clues
by asking them to read a sentence and to identify the meaning of a word
based on the context of the sentence. You can then ask them to look up the
word in a dictionary to confirm their understanding.

Close Reading Strategies

Close reading strategies are the strategies that students can use to read a
text carefully and to understand its meaning in depth. These strategies
include:

Annotating: This involves making notes in the text as you read it.
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