Summary Analysis: Monster By Walter Dean
Myers

Walter Dean Myers's Monster, a gripping and thought-provoking novel, has
captured the attention of readers for decades. It tells the story of Steve
Harmon, a 16-year-old boy from Harlem who is wrongly accused of murder.
Through Steve's first-person perspective, Myers delves into themes of
race, poverty, the justice system, and the power of storytelling.

Summary

Steve Harmon is a talented film student who dreams of becoming a
filmmaker. However, his life takes a tragic turn when he witnesses a
convenience store robbery. Steve is wrongly identified as the perpetrator
and is arrested along with two other teenagers.
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As Steve's trial progresses, he faces prejudice and hostility from the
prosecution and some jurors. He is labeled a "monster" by the media and
society at large. Despite the overwhelming evidence against him, Steve
maintains his innocence.

Throughout the novel, Steve struggles to reconcile his identity as a
filmmaker with the "monster" he is portrayed as. He grapples with the
trauma of seeing a man die and the subsequent injustice he faces. Steve's
journal entries, which he writes while awaiting trial, reveal his pain, anger,
and fear.

Analysis
Race and the Justice System

Monster brutally exposes the systemic racism that permeates the
American justice system. Steve, a young, black teenager, is immediately
criminalized despite the lack of evidence against him. His race and
socioeconomic status influence the way he is perceived by law
enforcement, the media, and even the jurors.

The novel highlights the disproportionate rate at which black youth are
incarcerated in the United States. Steve's case serves as a chilling
example of how the justice system can fail those who need it most.

Poverty and Trauma
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Myers also explores the impact of poverty and trauma on Steve's life. Steve
grows up in Harlem, a neighborhood plagued by violence, drugs, and lack
of opportunity. These harsh circumstances shape his worldview and
contribute to the trauma he experiences during the trial.

The novel shows how trauma can manifest in different ways, such as
Steve's anger, withdrawal, and difficulty forming relationships. It argues that
society has a responsibility to address the root causes of trauma and
provide support for those affected by it.

The Power of Storytelling

Despite the injustice and trauma he faces, Steve finds solace in storytelling.
His journal entries allow him to express his thoughts and feelings, and to
shape his own narrative in the face of overwhelming adversity.

Through Steve's storytelling, Myers demonstrates the power of art to resist
oppression and create a sense of agency. The novel highlights the
importance of giving voice to the voiceless and using storytelling as a tool
for social justice.

Character Analysis
Steve Harmon

Steve is a complex and deeply sympathetic character. He is a talented
artist with a bright future ahead of him, but he is also a victim of injustice.
Steve's journey throughout the novel is one of growth and self-discovery.
He learns to cope with trauma, challenge stereotypes, and assert his own
humanity.



King

King is Steve's older brother, who has served time in prison for a crime he
did not commit. King's experience with the justice system has made him
cynical and distrustful. He warns Steve of the dangers of getting involved
with the police, but Steve ultimately chooses to fight for his innocence.

Catherine Halsey

Catherine is Steve's defense attorney, who believes in his innocence. She
faces challenges in convincing the jury of Steve's character and the flaws in
the prosecution's case. Catherine's dedication to justice is tested
throughout the trial.

Themes

Injustice and Prejudice:Monster relentlessly exposes the systemic
injustices faced by black youth in the United States. The novel challenges
readers to question their own prejudices and to work towards a more just
society.

Trauma and Identity: The novel examines the profound impact of trauma
on individuals and their sense of self. Steve's journey is a testament to the
resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity.

The Power of Art:Monster celebrates the power of storytelling as a tool for
resistance and empowerment. Steve's journal entries offer a glimpse into
the mind of a young man unjustly accused and provide a voice for the
voiceless.



Legacy and Impact

Monster has had a profound impact on readers and educators alike. The
novel has been praised for its insightful exploration of race, poverty, and
the justice system. It has been widely used in schools and universities to
spark discussions about these important issues.

Monster has also inspired other works of art, including a musical and a film
adaptation. It continues to resonate with audiences today, reminding us of
the importance of fighting for justice and giving voice to the marginalized.

Walter Dean Myers's Monster is a powerful and unforgettable novel that
explores themes of race, poverty, trauma, and redemption. Through Steve
Harmon's first-person perspective, Myers exposes the systemic injustices
faced by black youth in the United States. The novel challenges readers to
confront their own prejudices and to work towards a more just society.
Through Steve's storytelling, Monster also celebrates the power of art as a
tool for resistance and empowerment.
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