Risk: How Humanity Discovered Its Own
Extinction

Until relatively recently, humans were not aware of the risks that threatened
their existence. We lived in a state of relative ignorance, blissfully unaware
of the potential for our own extinction. But in the past century, we have
come to understand that there are a number of risks that could potentially
wipe us out.

Some of these risks are natural, such as climate change and asteroids.
Others are man-made, such as nuclear war and artificial intelligence (Al).
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The most immediate threat to humanity is nuclear war. Nuclear weapons
are capable of causing widespread destruction and death, and even a
single nuclear bomb could have devastating consequences. The risk of
nuclear war is particularly high during times of tension between nuclear-
armed states.

Climate change is another major risk to humanity. Climate change is

caused by the release of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, which
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leads to global warming. Global warming can have a number of negative
consequences, including more extreme weather events, rising sea levels,
and changes in plant and animal life. Climate change is already having a
significant impact on the planet, and it is expected to become even more

severe in the future.

THOMAS MOYNIHAN

Climate change is causing a number of negative consequences for the planet.
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Al is another potential risk to humanity. Al refers to the development of
intelligent machines that can perform tasks that would normally require
human intelligence. While Al has the potential to benefit humanity in many
ways, it also poses some potential risks. For example, Al could be used to
create autonomous weapons systems that could kill without human
intervention. Al could also be used to create surveillance systems that
could track and monitor people's movements.

THOMAS MOYNIHAN
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These are just a few of the risks that threaten humanity's existence. There
are many other risks that could potentially wipe us out, and it is important to
be aware of these risks so that we can take steps to mitigate them.

What can we do to avoid extinction?

There is no single solution to the problem of extinction. However, there are
a number of things that we can do to reduce the risks and increase our
chances of survival.

= Reduce the risk of nuclear war. \We can reduce the risk of nuclear
war by building trust between nuclear-armed states and by reducing
the number of nuclear weapons in the world.

= Address climate change. We can address climate change by
reducing our emissions of greenhouse gases and by investing in
renewable energy.

= Manage the development of Al. We can manage the development of
Al by developing ethical guidelines for the use of Al and by ensuring
that Al is used for beneficial purposes.

=  Promote education. Education is key to raising awareness of the
risks that threaten humanity and to empowering people to take action
to reduce these risks.

= Support research. Research is essential for developing new
technologies and strategies to reduce the risks of extinction.

By taking these steps, we can help to reduce the risks of extinction and
increase our chances of survival.



The risks that threaten humanity are real and they are serious. However,
we are not powerless to stop them. By working together, we can reduce
these risks and increase our chances of survival.

The future of humanity is in our hands. Let's make sure that it is a bright

one.
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