
Ragtime Xylophone: A Journey Through 25
Famous Ragtime Classics
Ragtime, a genre born in the late 19th century, captivated audiences with
its infectious rhythms and lively melodies. Within this musical landscape,
the xylophone emerged as a captivating solo instrument, enchanting
listeners with its unique percussive charm.
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This article embarks on a musical journey to explore 25 timeless ragtime
classics for solo xylophone. We will delve into the origins of ragtime,
uncover the techniques that shape the genre, and celebrate the artistry of
renowned xylophonists who have left an indelible mark on its history.

Origins of Ragtime

Emerging in the late 1890s in the bustling cities of the American Midwest,
ragtime blended elements of African American folk music, classical piano
traditions, and the marching band music of the era. Its syncopated rhythms,
vibrant melodies, and complex harmonies captivated the nation.
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Xylophone in Ragtime

Within the vibrant ragtime scene, the xylophone found its place as a unique
and versatile solo instrument. Its wooden bars, struck with mallets,
produced a bright and percussive sound that perfectly complemented the
syncopated rhythms of ragtime.

Xylophonists developed innovative techniques to showcase the
instrument's potential. They used a variety of mallet sizes and shapes,
experimented with different striking points, and employed pedaling and
damping techniques to create a range of dynamic effects.

25 Famous Ragtime Classics

1. "Maple Leaf Rag" by Scott Joplin

The iconic anthem of ragtime, "Maple Leaf Rag" showcases Joplin's
masterful composition and the xylophone's ability to capture the
syncopated rhythms and soaring melodies that define the genre.



2. "The Entertainer" by Scott Joplin

Another beloved classic by Joplin, "The Entertainer" has become
synonymous with the xylophone's captivating sound. Its infectious
melody and intricate rhythms have made it a staple of ragtime
performances.

3. "American Beauty Rag" by Joseph Lamb
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Lamb's "American Beauty Rag" is a lively and uplifting piece that
showcases the xylophone's percussive brilliance. Its syncopated
rhythms and intricate passages demand virtuosic execution.

4. "Sunflower Slow Drag" by Irving Berlin

Berlin's "Sunflower Slow Drag" is a captivating ballad that
demonstrates the xylophone's expressive range. Its lyrical melody and
gentle pacing create a serene and nostalgic atmosphere.

5. "Grace and Beauty Rag" by James Scott

Scott's "Grace and Beauty Rag" is a graceful and elegant piece that
showcases the xylophone's ability to convey a wide range of emotions.
Its flowing melodies and intricate harmonies evoke a sense of charm
and sophistication.

6. "The Pastime Rag No. 3" by Arthur Marshall

Marshall's "The Pastime Rag No. 3" is a lively and energetic piece that
exemplifies the playful and carefree spirit of ragtime. Its fast-paced
rhythms and intricate passages demand technical precision.

7. "Progress Rag" by Eubie Blake

Blake's "Progress Rag" is an upbeat and optimistic piece that reflects
the aspirations and progress of the ragtime era. Its infectious rhythms
and soaring melodies inspire a sense of joy and determination.

8. "Elite Syncopations" by Scott Joplin



Joplin's "Elite Syncopations" is a technically challenging piece that
showcases the xylophone's virtuosic potential. Its intricate rhythms and
syncopated melodies require impeccable timing and dexterity.

9. "Dill Pickles Rag" by Arthur Collins

Collins' "Dill Pickles Rag" is a whimsical and charming piece that
demonstrates the xylophone's versatility. Its playful melodies and
percussive effects evoke the lighthearted and entertaining nature of
ragtime.

10. "That Teasing Rag" by Tom Turpin

Turpin's "That Teasing Rag" is a coquettish and flirtatious piece that
captures the mischievous spirit of ragtime. Its playful melodies and
syncopated rhythms create a sense of intrigue and excitement.

11. "The Chrysanthemum Rag" by James P. Johnson

Johnson's "The Chrysanthemum Rag" is a lush and romantic piece
that showcases the xylophone's lyrical qualities. Its flowing melodies
and intricate harmonies create a dreamy and enchanting atmosphere.

12. "Smiles and Chuckles" by Abe Holzmann

Holzmann's "Smiles and Chuckles" is a cheerful and carefree piece
that epitomizes the joyful spirit of ragtime. Its infectious rhythms and
exuberant melodies are guaranteed to lift the mood.

13. "The Thriller Rag" by Artie Matthews



Matthews' "The Thriller Rag" is a suspenseful and dramatic piece that
demonstrates the xylophone's ability to create a cinematic
soundscape. Its eerie melodies and syncopated rhythms build a sense
of anticipation and excitement.

14. "Twelfth Street Rag" by Euday L. Bowman

Bowman's "Twelfth Street Rag" is a sophisticated and elegant piece
that showcases the xylophone's expressive range. Its lyrical melodies
and intricate harmonies evoke a sense of nostalgia and grandeur.

15. "The Cascades Rag" by Arthur Schutt

Schutt's "The Cascades Rag" is a flowing and graceful piece that
captures the beauty of nature. Its rippling melodies and syncopated
rhythms evoke the cascading waters of a waterfall.

16. "The Ragtime Dance" by Billy Mayerl

Mayerl's "The Rag
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