Performing History: Approaches to History
Across Musicology

Performing history is a field of study that examines the ways in which music
can be used to understand the past. It is an interdisciplinary field that draws
on methods from musicology, history, and performance studies.
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Performing historians use music to explore a wide range of historical topics,
including:

= The social and political history of music

= The role of music in religious and spiritual life

= The use of music in education and propaganda

= The relationship between music and other forms of art

= The history of music performance
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Performing historians use a variety of methods to study music and history.

These methods include:

Historical research: Performing historians use historical research to
gather information about the past. This research may involve
consulting archival materials, such as manuscripts, letters, and diaries;
examining musical instruments and other artifacts; and interviewing
musicians and other experts.

Performance analysis: Performing historians use performance analysis
to examine the ways in which music is performed. This analysis may
involve studying the musical notation, listening to recordings, and
observing live performances.

Reconstruction: Performing historians sometimes reconstruct historical
performances. This may involve using historical instruments and
costumes, and following the original performance practices as closely
as possible.

Performing history is a valuable field of study because it can provide us

with a deeper understanding of the past. By examining music from a

historical perspective, we can learn about the social, political, and cultural

forces that have shaped it. We can also gain a greater appreciation for the

role that music has played in human history.

Examples of Performing History

There are many examples of performing history projects that have been

undertaken by musicologists. Some of these projects include:



= The Early Music Ensemble at the University of California, Berkeley,
has performed a reconstruction of the medieval play The Play of
Daniel. This play was originally performed in the 12th century, and the
reconstruction uses historical instruments and costumes to recreate
the original performance.

= The New York Philharmonic has performed a series of concerts that
explore the history of American music. These concerts have featured
works by composers such as Aaron Copland, George Gershwin, and
Leonard Bernstein.

=  The Smithsonian Institution has developed a program called "History
Unfolded: Music as a Mirror of America." This program uses music to
teach students about American history. The program includes
performances by musicians from a variety of backgrounds, as well as
lectures and discussion.

These are just a few examples of the many performing history projects that
have been undertaken by musicologists. These projects provide valuable
insights into the past, and they can help us to better understand the role
that music has played in human history.

Performing history is a vibrant and growing field of study. It is a field that
offers a unique perspective on the past, and it can help us to better
understand the role that music has played in human history.
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