
Mastering The 36 Strategies of the Chinese for
Financial Traders: An In-Depth Exploration
In the ever-evolving landscape of financial trading, traders constantly seek
innovative strategies and insights to outmaneuver the competition and
maximize their returns. One such source of wisdom that has gained
increasing attention in recent years is the ancient Chinese military treatise
known as the "36 Strategies."
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Penned during the Warring States period (475-221 BC),the "36 Strategies"
is a collection of maxims and tactics that have been employed by military
commanders throughout Chinese history. Remarkably, these strategies
have also found resonance among financial traders, who have discovered
their remarkable applicability to the intricate world of market dynamics.
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This comprehensive guide will delve into the 36 Strategies in great detail,
exploring their origins, principles, and practical applications in financial
trading. By mastering these ancient principles, traders can gain a profound
understanding of market behavior, make informed decisions, anticipate
market movements, and achieve unparalleled success.

Origins and Principles of the 36 Strategies

The "36 Strategies" originated from the writings of Sun Tzu, a legendary
Chinese military strategist who lived during the 6th century BC. In his
seminal work, "The Art of War," Sun Tzu articulated a comprehensive
philosophy of warfare that emphasized deception, maneuverability, and
psychological warfare.

The 36 Strategies are an extension of Sun Tzu's principles, providing a
practical framework for adapting to changing circumstances on the
battlefield. Each strategy is designed to exploit specific weaknesses in the
enemy's position, allowing the commander to achieve victory without
resorting to direct confrontation.

At the heart of the 36 Strategies lie several core principles:

Deception: Concealing one's true intentions and misleading the
enemy is often more effective than engaging in open battle.

Flexibility: Adapting to changing circumstances and exploiting
unexpected opportunities is crucial for success.

Surprise: Striking when the enemy least expects it can lead to
decisive victories.



Psychological warfare: Manipulating the enemy's emotions and
perceptions can demoralize them and undermine their resolve.

Practical Applications in Financial Trading

While the "36 Strategies" were originally developed for military warfare,
their principles can be remarkably effective when applied to the financial
markets.

Traders who master these strategies can:

Identify market weaknesses: By analyzing market patterns and
identifying areas of overbought or oversold conditions, traders can
exploit vulnerabilities and position themselves for profitable trades.

Deceive the market: Using false signals or manipulative trading
techniques, traders can mislead other market participants and create
opportunities for выгодные сделки.

Adapt to changing conditions: By continually monitoring the market
and adjusting their strategies accordingly, traders can navigate volatile
conditions and mitigate risks.

Capitalize on surprise: Identifying unexpected events or market
anomalies can allow traders to capitalize on sudden price movements
and generate substantial returns.

Control the narrative: By influencing market sentiment and
manipulating舆论, traders can shape market behavior and drive prices
in their favor.

Exploring the 36 Strategies



The "36 Strategies" encompass a diverse range of tactics, each with its
own unique applications in financial trading. Here is a brief overview of
each strategy:

1. Win without fighting: Avoid direct confrontation and seek non-
combative solutions.

2. Create something from nothing: Turn a disadvantage into an
advantage.

3. Attack by surprise: Strike when the enemy is least expecting it.

4. Wait for the enemy to relax: Allow the enemy to grow complacent
before striking.

5. Borrow a corpse to raise one's soul: Use the enemy's resources to
fuel one's own growth.

6. Stir up trouble in the enemy's camp: Create internal conflict and
division within the enemy's ranks.

7. Make an alliance and attack: Join forces with a strategic partner to
overcome a common enemy.

8. Separate the enemy's allies: Isolate the enemy and cut off its
support.

9. Attack with fire: Use force or aggression to overwhelm the enemy.

10. Withdraw and return later: Retreat and gather strength before
making a decisive counterattack.

11. Delay: Prolong negotiations or actions to gain a strategic advantage.



12. Manage the enemy's finances: Control the enemy's access to
resources and disrupt its financial stability.

13. Use spies to gain intelligence: Gather valuable information about the
enemy's plans and intentions.

14. Create disorder and confusion: Sow chaos and uncertainty within
the enemy's ranks.

15. Use water tactics: Adapt to changing conditions and exploit the
enemy's weaknesses.

16. Combine hard and soft techniques: Use a combination of force and
diplomacy to achieve one's goals.

17. Take advantage of chaos: Profit from unexpected events and market
volatility.

18. Attack the weak points: Identify and exploit the enemy's
vulnerabilities.

19. Avoid direct confrontation: Seek alternative methods to achieve
one's objectives.

20. Keep a low profile: Conceal one's intentions and avoid attracting
unnecessary attention.

21. Protect one's rear: Secure one's position and prevent the enemy from
counterattacking.

22. Use history as a guide: Study past market events and identify
patterns to improve future decision-making.

23. Seek advice from wise counsel: Consult with experienced traders
and financial advisors to gain valuable insights.



24. Wait for the right opportunity: Exercise patience and strike only
when the conditions are favorable.

25. Learn from one's mistakes: Analyze past failures and identify areas
for improvement.

26. Maintain a clear mind: Control one's emotions and avoid making
impulsive decisions.

27. Be decisive: Act swiftly and confidently once a decision has been
made.

28. Control the pace of battle: Dictate the timing and intensity of market
engagements.

29. Know when to advance and retreat: Assess market conditions and
make strategic decisions to optimize returns.

30. Adapt and overcome: Continuously evolve one's trading strategies to
navigate changing market dynamics.

31. Seek the ultimate victory: Set ambitious goals and strive for long-
term success.

32. Always be learning: Embrace ongoing education and不断学习 to
enhance trading skills.

33. Maintain discipline and self-control: Adhere to a trading plan and
manage emotions effectively.

34. Be patient and persistent: Trading success requires patience,
persistence, and unwavering determination.

The "36 Strategies of the Chinese" offer a profound and timeless
framework for traders seeking to outmaneuver the competition and achieve



financial success. By mastering these ancient principles, traders can
develop a deep understanding of market dynamics, anticipate market
movements, and make informed decisions that lead to exceptional returns.

Remember, the path to trading mastery is not without its challenges. It
requires dedication, discipline, and a willingness to不斷学习 and adapt. But
for those who embrace the wisdom of the "36 Strategies," the rewards can
be truly transformative.

May your trading journey be filled with cunning, adaptability, and
unwavering success.
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