
Immerse Yourself in the Heartbreaking
Account of Japanese Internment: A
Comprehensive Study Guide for Jeanne
Wakatsuki Houston's Farewell to Manzanar
In the pages of Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston's poignant memoir, Farewell to
Manzanar, readers embark on an emotional journey through the
tumultuous experiences of Japanese Americans during World War II. This
comprehensive study guide is designed to enhance your understanding
and appreciation of this powerful work, offering a deeper dive into the
historical context, literary analysis, and enduring themes that shape the
narrative.

Historical Context

To fully grasp the significance of Farewell to Manzanar, it's crucial to
understand the historical backdrop of Japanese American internment.
Following the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the United States
government forcibly relocated over 120,000 Japanese Americans, two-
thirds of whom were American citizens, into desolate internment camps.
This mass incarceration was based on fear and prejudice, with no evidence
of wrongng or espionage.
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Manzanar, located in California's desolate Owens Valley, was one of ten
internment camps established throughout the western United States. It
housed over 10,000 Japanese Americans, including the Wakatsuki family.

Literary Analysis

Houston's memoir is a powerful testament to the resilience and spirit of the
Japanese American community. Through vivid prose and poignant
vignettes, she paints a vivid picture of life inside Manzanar, exposing the
harsh conditions, the indignities, and the longing for home.

First-Person Narrative: The memoir is told from the perspective of Jeanne
Wakatsuki, a seven-year-old girl at the time of her internment. This deeply
personal narrative provides an intimate glimpse into the experiences of a
child growing up in the shadows of war and prejudice.

Sensory Details: Houston's use of sensory imagery transports readers to
Manzanar, allowing them to experience the sights, sounds, smells, tastes,
and textures of camp life. These sensory details evoke a profound
emotional response, deepening the reader's connection to the characters
and their struggles.

Symbolism: Throughout the memoir, Houston employs powerful symbols
to explore the complexities of the internment experience. The desert
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surrounding Manzanar represents isolation, while the mountains symbolize
the barriers faced by the Japanese Americans.

Enduring Themes

Farewell to Manzanar transcends its historical setting, resonating with
universal themes that continue to challenge and inspire readers today.

Justice and Injustice: The memoir exposes the blatant injustice of
Japanese American internment, highlighting the fragility of civil liberties in
times of fear and prejudice.

Resilience and Hope: Despite the hardships faced, the Japanese
Americans of Manzanar exhibited extraordinary resilience and hope. Their
determination to maintain their culture and dignity serves as a testament to
the human spirit's capacity to overcome adversity.

The Power of Memory: Houston's memoir is a powerful reminder of the
importance of preserving and sharing stories of injustice and resilience.
Through her writing, she ensures that the experiences of Japanese
American internees are not forgotten.

Character Analysis

Jeanne Wakatsuki: As the narrator and protagonist, Jeanne is a symbol of
innocence and resilience. Through her child's eyes, readers witness the
challenges and horrors of internment firsthand.

The Wakatsuki Family: Jeanne's family represents the strength and love
that sustained the Japanese Americans during their internment. Their
bonds and shared experiences provide a sense of unity and hope.



Mr. and Mrs. Wakatsuki: Jeanne's parents embody the sacrifices and
struggles faced by Japanese American parents. Their determination to
provide a better life for their children serves as a beacon of hope amidst the
darkness.

Discussion Questions

How does Houston's use of first-person narrative enhance the impact
of the memoir?

Discuss the significance of sensory details in creating a vivid and
emotionally charged portrayal of Manzanar.

Explore the symbolism employed throughout the memoir and its role in
conveying the complex emotions and experiences of the Japanese
Americans.

How does Farewell to Manzanar challenge the narratives of justice and
injustice in society?

Discuss the ways in which Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston's memoir
contributes to the preservation of historical memory and its relevance
to contemporary issues.



Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston's Farewell to Manzanar is a literary
masterpiece that transports readers to one of the darkest chapters in
American history. Through her vivid prose and deeply personal
narrative, Houston brings the experiences of Japanese American
internees to life, exposing the injustices and resilience that shaped
their lives. This comprehensive study guide provides a deeper
understanding of the memoir's historical context, literary analysis,
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and enduring themes, ensuring that the legacy of Japanese American
internment is never forgotten.
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Mastering guitar chords and arpeggios is a fundamental aspect of guitar
playing that opens up a world of musical possibilities. These techniques
provide the backbone for...
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