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Primary teaching assistants play a vital role in supporting teachers in the
classroom. They work with students of all ages and abilities, providing
support with learning and behaviour. To be an outstanding teaching
assistant, it is important to have a range of skills and knowledge, as well as
a passion for working with children.

Essential Skills for Primary Teaching Assistants

Patience and understanding: Teaching assistants need to be patient
and understanding when working with children. They need to be able
to deal with challenging behaviour in a calm and supportive way.

Communication skills: Teaching assistants need to be able to
communicate effectively with children, teachers, and parents. They
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need to be able to give clear instructions, listen to students, and
answer questions.

Organisation skills: Teaching assistants need to be organised and
able to manage their time effectively. They need to be able to plan and
prepare lessons, as well as keep track of students' progress.

Knowledge of the curriculum: Teaching assistants need to have a
good knowledge of the curriculum for the age group they are working
with. They need to be familiar with the learning objectives and be able
to support students in achieving them.

First aid training: Teaching assistants need to be first aid trained. This
is essential for dealing with any accidents or injuries that may occur in
the classroom.

Effective Teaching Strategies for Primary Teaching Assistants

Use a variety of teaching methods: Teaching assistants should use
a variety of teaching methods to cater to the different learning styles of
students. This could include hands-on activities, group work, and
independent study.

Make learning fun: Learning should be fun for children. Teaching
assistants should make lessons engaging and interesting by using
games, songs, and other activities.

Be positive and supportive: Teaching assistants should be positive
and supportive of students. They should encourage students to try
their best and celebrate their successes.

Be patient: Teaching assistants need to be patient when working with
students. They need to be able to repeat instructions and answer



questions multiple times.

Be organised: Teaching assistants need to be organised and able to
manage their time effectively. They should plan lessons in advance
and keep track of students' progress.

Building Strong Relationships with Students and Colleagues

Get to know your students: Teaching assistants should take the time
to get to know their students. They should learn their names, interests,
and strengths and weaknesses.

Be respectful: Teaching assistants should always be respectful of
students. They should listen to students' opinions and treat them with
dignity.

Build a positive rapport: Teaching assistants should build a positive
rapport with students by being friendly, helpful, and approachable.

Collaborate with teachers: Teaching assistants should collaborate
with teachers to ensure that they are providing the best possible
support for students. They should share ideas and resources, and plan
lessons together.

Be part of the team: Teaching assistants should be part of the team of
professionals working in the school. They should support the school's
vision and values, and work to create a positive and inclusive
environment for all.

Tips for Teaching Assistants

Be prepared: Teaching assistants should always be prepared for
lessons. They should plan lessons in advance and have all the



necessary resources ready.

Be flexible: Teaching assistants need to be flexible and able to adapt
to the needs of their students. They should be prepared to change
plans if necessary.

Be positive: Teaching assistants should be positive and enthusiastic
about their work. They should create a positive learning environment
for students.

Be patient: Teaching assistants need to be patient when working with
students. They need to be able to repeat instructions and answer
questions multiple times.

Have fun: Teaching assistants should have fun while working with
students. They should make learning enjoyable for students.

Being an outstanding primary teaching assistant is a rewarding career.
Teaching assistants play a vital role in supporting teachers and students,
and they can make a real difference in the lives of children. By following the
tips and advice in this article, you can become an outstanding teaching
assistant and make a positive impact on the lives of children.
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