Fisheries Information System for India:
Empowering the Blue Economy

India, with its vast coastline and abundant inland water resources, has a
vibrant fisheries sector that contributes significantly to the country's
economy and food security. To unlock the full potential of this sector and
ensure its sustainability, the Fisheries Information System for India (FISI)
was launched in 2013 by the Government of India.
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FISI is a comprehensive platform that provides vital information and
services to the Indian fisheries sector. It is a one-stop solution for
stakeholders, including fishers, fish farmers, fisheries managers,

policymakers, and consumers.

Key Benefits of FISI

= Data Collection and Management: FIS| collects and manages data
on all aspects of the fisheries sector, including catch, effort, species
composition, prices, and market trends. This data is essential for
informed decision-making and resource management.
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= Decision-Making Support: FISI| provides decision-support tools that
assist fisheries managers in setting sustainable fishing quotas,
identifying priority areas for conservation, and evaluating the impact of
management measures.

= Transparency and Traceability: FISI promotes transparency and
traceability in the fishing industry by tracking fish from catch to market.
This helps prevent illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing and
ensures consumer confidence in the quality and sustainability of
seafood.

= Capacity Building: FIS| provides training and capacity-building
programs to enhance the skills of stakeholders in the fisheries sector.
This includes courses on data collection, data analysis, and fisheries
management.

= Public Awareness: FIS| disseminates information about fisheries and
aquaculture to the public through various channels, including the FISI
website, social media, and workshops. This helps raise awareness
about the importance of fisheries and promotes sustainable seafood
consumption.

Features of FISI

FISI is a user-friendly platform that offers a wide range of features,
including:

= Interactive Maps: FISI| provides interactive maps that display catch
data, fishing effort, and other fisheries-related information. These maps
can be used for spatial analysis and visualization.



= Data Visualization: FIS| uses data visualization techniques to present
complex data in an easy-to-understand format. This helps
stakeholders quickly identify trends and patterns.

= Mobile Apps: FISI offers mobile apps for Android and iOS devices.
These apps allow fishers and other stakeholders to collect data,
access information, and stay connected with the FISI community.

= APl Integration: FIS| provides an API (Application Programming
Interface) that allows third-party developers to integrate FISI data into
their own applications and services.

Impact of FISI

Since its launch, FISI has had a significant impact on the Indian fisheries
sector. The platform has:

= Improved Data Collection: FIS| has standardized data collection
methods and improved the quality and accessibility of fisheries data in
India.

= Supported Sustainable Fishing: FIS| data and analysis tools have
helped fisheries managers to develop and implement sustainable
fishing practices.

= Promoted Transparency and Traceability: FIS| has reduced illegal,
unreported, and unregulated fishing by tracking fish from catch to
market.

= Enhanced Capacity Building: FISI training programs have improved
the skills of stakeholders in the fisheries sector.



= Increased Public Awareness: FIS| outreach activities have raised
awareness about the importance of fisheries and promoted
sustainable seafood consumption.

The Fisheries Information System for India (FISI) is a powerful tool that is
transforming the Indian fisheries sector. By providing vital information and
services, FISI is empowering stakeholders to make informed decisions,
promote sustainable fishing practices, and enhance the overall health of
the blue economy. As FISI continues to grow and evolve, it will play an
increasingly critical role in ensuring the sustainability and prosperity of the
Indian fisheries sector.

For more information on FISI, please visit the official website:
https://fisi.nic.in/

**Relevant long descriptive alt attributes for images:**

***Image 1:** A screenshot of the FISI website, showing the interactive
map feature that displays catch data, fishing effort, and other fisheries-
related information. * **Image 2:** A photo of a fisher using the FISI mobile
app to collect data on his catch. * **Image 3:** A graph showing the impact
of FISI on data collection and management in India. * **Image 4:** A group
of stakeholders attending a FISI training program on sustainable fishing
practices.
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