Dracul Barker: The Eccentric Inventor and
Paranormal Enthusiast

Dracul Barker, born Warwick Dracul Barker, was a renowned inventor,
paranormal investigator, and eccentric personality. Known for his eccentric
lifestyle, innovative inventions, and controversial paranormal pursuits,
Barker left an indelible mark on British society in the late 19th and early
20th centuries.
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Early Life and Education

Barker was born in 1873 in West Worthing, Sussex, England, into a
wealthy and influential family. His father, Francis Barker, was a successful
merchant and shipowner, while his mother, Mary, was a devout spiritualist.

Growing up, Barker exhibited an early fascination with the supernatural and
the occult. He attended Winchester College, where he excelled in his
studies and developed a keen interest in science and engineering.
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Eccentric Lifestyle

Throughout his life, Barker was known for his eccentric behavior and
flamboyant lifestyle. He adopted the pseudonym "Dracul" in his early
twenties, inspired by the Romanian nobleman Vlad the Impaler, who was
said to be the inspiration for Bram Stoker's Dracula.

Barker's eccentricities extended to his wardrobe, which often consisted of
velvet capes, top hats, and flowing scarves. He was also known for his
lavish parties, which were attended by members of the aristocracy, artists,
and intellectuals.

Inventions and Innovations

Despite his unconventional lifestyle, Barker was a prolific inventor with a
remarkable mind. He held over 50 patents during his lifetime, spanning a
wide range of fields, including photography, telegraphy, and aviation.

One of his most notable inventions was the "Dracul Camera," which he
claimed could capture images of ghosts and spirits. Barker also developed
a "spirit telephone," which he believed could communicate with the dead.

Paranormal Pursuits

Beyond his inventions, Barker was an avid paranormal enthusiast. He
founded the Ghost and Wraith Society, which conducted investigations into
haunted locations throughout England.

Barker claimed to have had numerous encounters with ghosts and other
supernatural entities. He published several books on his paranormal
experiences, including "The Book of the Dead" and "My Experiences in
Ghost Hunting."



Controversies

Barker's paranormal pursuits and eccentric behavior generated controversy
throughout his life. He was often criticized by the scientific community and
the established Church for his unconventional beliefs.

In 1930, Barker was accused of fraud and deception in connection with his
ghost hunting activities. He was acquitted of the charges but his reputation
was damaged.

Legacy

Despite the controversies surrounding him, Dracul Barker remains a
fascinating figure in British history. His innovative inventions, eccentric
lifestyle, and controversial paranormal pursuits have made him a legend.

Barker's legacy continues to inspire and intrigue to this day. He is
remembered as a colorful and enigmatic character who pushed the
boundaries of science, the occult, and human eccentricities.
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Further Reading
= The Life and Times of Dracul Barker by Peter Underwood
= Dracul: The Man Behind the Dracula Legend by Jonathon Green

= The Eccentric Mr. Barker: A Biography of Dracul Barker by Michael
Harrison
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