
Child Labor and the Origins of the Welfare
State: Princeton Studies in Global History
Child labor was once a common practice in many parts of the world. In the
United States, for example, it was not until the early 20th century that laws
were passed to prohibit the employment of children under the age of 14.
Even then, these laws were not always enforced, and many children
continued to work in factories, mines, and other dangerous occupations.

The use of child labor has a long history, dating back to ancient times. In
pre-industrial societies, children were often expected to help out with the
family business or farm. As the Industrial Revolution began to take hold in
the late 18th century, the demand for cheap labor increased, and children
were increasingly drawn into the workforce.
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In the United States, child labor was particularly common in the textile
industry. In the early 19th century, young children were often employed in
cotton mills, where they worked long hours for low pay. The conditions in
these mills were often dangerous, and many children were injured or killed
on the job.

Public outcry over the use of child labor began to grow in the mid-19th
century. Reformers argued that it was wrong to exploit children in this way,
and that it was the government's responsibility to protect them. In 1842,
Massachusetts passed the first law in the United States to regulate child
labor. This law prohibited the employment of children under the age of 12 in
factories and mines.

Over the next several decades, other states passed similar laws. However,
these laws were often not enforced, and child labor continued to be a
problem. In 1904, the National Child Labor Committee was founded to
advocate for the abolition of child labor. The committee's efforts helped to
raise public awareness of the issue, and in 1916, Congress passed the
Keating-Owen Act, which prohibited the interstate shipment of goods
produced by child labor.

The Keating-Owen Act was a major victory for the child labor movement.
However, it was not until the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 that child
labor was finally banned in the United States.

The abolition of child labor was a major turning point in the history of social
welfare in the United States. It marked the beginning of a new era, in which
the government took on a more active role in protecting the rights of
children.



The welfare state is a system of social programs that provides financial
assistance and other services to people in need. The welfare state
originated in the late 19th century in Europe, as a response to the growing
problem of poverty and inequality. The welfare state has since been
adopted in many countries around the world, including the United States.

There is a strong link between child labor and the welfare state. Child labor
is a major cause of poverty, and it can also lead to a variety of health
problems. The welfare state provides a safety net for children who are
unable to work, and it also helps to reduce the incidence of child labor.

The welfare state is not a perfect system, but it has made a significant
difference in the lives of millions of people. It has helped to reduce poverty,
improve health, and promote education. The welfare state is an essential
part of a just and equitable society.
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