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Aquarium corals are a beautiful and fascinating addition to any saltwater
aquarium. They come in a wide variety of shapes, sizes, and colors, and
they can add a touch of the tropics to your home. However, keeping
aquarium corals can be a challenge, especially for beginners. This guide
will provide you with everything you need to know to get started with
aquarium corals.

Types of Aquarium Corals

There are two main types of aquarium corals: soft corals and hard corals.
Soft corals have a flexible skeleton made of protein, while hard corals have
a hard skeleton made of calcium carbonate. Soft corals are generally
easier to care for than hard corals, and they are a good choice for
beginners.
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Some of the most popular types of soft corals include:

Mushrooms

Zoanthids

Gorgonians

Leather corals

Some of the most popular types of hard corals include:

Acropora

Montipora

Pocillopora

Seriatopora

Care for Aquarium Corals

Aquarium corals require specific conditions in order to thrive. These
conditions include:

Strong lighting

Moderate water flow

Stable water temperature

Good water quality

Lighting



Aquarium corals require strong lighting in order to photosynthesize. The
best type of lighting for aquarium corals is metal halide (MH) or LED
lighting. MH lighting is more intense than LED lighting, but it also produces
more heat. LED lighting is more energy-efficient than MH lighting, and it
produces less heat. The amount of lighting that your corals need will
depend on the type of corals you have. Soft corals generally need less light
than hard corals.

Water Flow

Aquarium corals require moderate water flow in order to remove waste
products and to bring in oxygen and nutrients. The best type of water flow
for aquarium corals is a gentle, random flow. You can create a random flow
in your aquarium by using a powerhead or a wavemaker.

Water Temperature

Aquarium corals require stable water temperature in order to thrive. The
ideal water temperature for most aquarium corals is between 72°F and
78°F (22°C and 26°C). You can maintain a stable water temperature by
using a heater and a thermometer.

Water Quality

Aquarium corals require good water quality in order to thrive. The best way
to maintain good water quality is to use a protein skimmer and to perform
regular water changes. A protein skimmer removes waste products from
the water, and water changes replace evaporated water and replenish
essential nutrients.



Feeding Aquarium Corals

Aquarium corals feed on a variety of foods, including plankton, algae, and
small fish. You can feed your aquarium corals live foods, such as brine
shrimp or mysis shrimp, or you can feed them frozen foods, such as
cyclopeeze or phytoplankton. You can also feed your aquarium corals with
prepared foods, such as coral food or reef flakes.

The amount of food that you feed your aquarium corals will depend on the
type of corals you have. Soft corals generally need more food than hard
corals. You should feed your aquarium corals once a day, or as needed.

Troubleshooting Aquarium Corals

Aquarium corals can be affected by a variety of problems, including:

Bleaching

Brown jelly

Red slime algae

White band disease

Bleaching

Bleaching is a condition in which corals lose their symbiotic algae. This can
be caused by a variety of factors, including stress, high temperatures, and
pollution. Bleached corals are more susceptible to disease and death.

Brown Jelly



Brown jelly is a type of bacteria that can infect aquarium corals. This
bacteria can cause the corals to lose their tissue, and it can eventually lead
to their death.

Red Slime Algae

Red slime algae is a type of algae that can grow on aquarium corals. This
algae can block the coral's light and nutrients, which can lead to their
death.

White Band Disease

White band disease is a type of bacterial infection that can affect aquarium
corals. This infection can cause a white band to form around the base of
the coral, and it can eventually lead to the coral's death.

If you notice any of these problems with your aquarium corals, it is
important to take action immediately. The sooner you treat the problem, the
better your chances of saving your corals.

Keeping aquarium corals can be a rewarding experience. By following the
tips in this guide, you can provide your corals with the care they need to
thrive. With a little patience and effort, you can enjoy the beauty of
aquarium corals for years to come.
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