
AJS and Matchless Post-War Singles and
Twins: A Legacy of British Engineering
Excellence

The post-war era marked a transformative period for the British motorcycle
industry. As the world began to rebuild and recover from the devastation of
conflict, a new generation of motorcycles emerged, characterized by
advancements in technology, performance, and style. Among the most
notable manufacturers of this time were AJS and Matchless, two iconic
British brands that would leave an enduring mark on the history of
motorcycling.

AJS: A History of Innovation

The AJS brand traces its roots back to 1909, when Albert John Stevens
founded his first motorcycle workshop in Wolverhampton, England.
Stevens, a skilled engineer and passionate motorcyclist, quickly gained a
reputation for building high-quality and reliable machines. By the outbreak
of World War I, AJS had become one of the leading motorcycle
manufacturers in Britain.

After the war, AJS continued to innovate, introducing a series of
groundbreaking models that set new standards for performance and
reliability. One of the most significant was the AJS Model 18, a single-
cylinder motorcycle that featured a revolutionary new engine design. The
Model 18 quickly became one of the most popular motorcycles in the
country, and its legacy continues to this day.
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Matchless: The Epitome of British Engineering

Matchless was founded in 1899 by Henry Herbert Collier, another talented
engineer and motorcycling enthusiast. Initially focused on bicycles, Collier
soon turned his attention to motorcycles, and in 1901, he released the first
Matchless motorcycle. The company quickly gained recognition for its well-
engineered and reliable machines, and by the 1920s, Matchless had
become one of the leading motorcycle manufacturers in Britain.

After the war, Matchless continued to produce high-quality motorcycles,
earning a reputation for excellence in both performance and craftsmanship.
One of the most iconic models of this era was the Matchless G3LS, a
single-cylinder motorcycle that became a favorite of both civilian and
military riders.

The Post-War Era: AJS and Matchless Unite
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In 1931, AJS and Matchless merged to form Associated Motor Cycles
(AMC),creating one of the largest and most successful motorcycle
manufacturers in the world. The merger allowed both brands to pool their
resources and expertise, resulting in a range of exceptional motorcycles
that would continue to dominate the market for decades to come.

The post-war period was a time of great prosperity for AMC. With a strong
demand for motorcycles both domestically and internationally, the company
expanded its production facilities and introduced a number of new models.
Among the most popular were the AJS Model 20 and the Matchless G80,
two powerful and versatile motorcycles that became instant bestsellers.

The AJS and Matchless Singles

The AJS and Matchless singles were a defining feature of the post-war era.
These single-cylinder motorcycles were renowned for their simplicity,
reliability, and ease of maintenance. They were the perfect choice for
commuters, young riders, and anyone looking for an affordable and
practical mode of transportation.

The AJS Model 20 and the Matchless G80 were two of the most popular
singles produced by AMC. The Model 20 was a lightweight and nimble
motorcycle, ideal for urban riding. The G80, on the other hand, was a more
powerful and rugged machine, suitable for both on- and off-road use.

The AJS and Matchless Twins

In addition to their singles, AJS and Matchless also produced a range of
twin-cylinder motorcycles. These larger and more powerful machines were
designed for enthusiasts and performance-oriented riders. They offered



greater speed, power, and handling than the singles, making them ideal for
long-distance touring and sporting activities.

The AJS Model 16 and the Matchless G9 were two of the most iconic twins
produced by AMC. The Model 16 was a sleek and sporty motorcycle,
capable of reaching speeds in excess of 100 mph. The G9, on the other
hand, was a more utilitarian and versatile machine, suitable for both on-
and off-road use.

The Legacy of AJS and Matchless

The AJS and Matchless brands played a pivotal role in the post-war
development of the British motorcycle industry. Their singles and twins
were renowned for their quality, performance, and reliability, and they
became a beloved choice of riders all over the world.

Today, the legacy of AJS and Matchless lives on. Classic models from this
era are highly sought after by collectors and enthusiasts, and their timeless
designs continue to inspire modern motorcycle manufacturers. The spirit of
innovation and excellence that characterized AJS and Matchless remains a
defining feature of British motorcycling, ensuring that these iconic brands
will continue to be celebrated for generations to come.

****

The AJS and Matchless singles and twins of the post-war era represent a
golden age in British motorcycling. These exceptional machines were the
epitome of engineering excellence, and they played a pivotal role in
shaping the motorcycle industry as we know it today. From the humble
beginnings of Albert John Stevens and Henry Herbert Collier to the global



success of Associated Motor Cycles, the story of AJS and Matchless is one
of innovation, passion, and enduring legacy.
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