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In his acclaimed book, 100 Best Views in England, renowned author Simon
Jenkins embarks on a literary pilgrimage through the breathtaking
landscapes of England, unveiling the 100 most captivating views that
capture the heart and soul of this historic nation. Each vantage point offers
a unique window into England's rich history, cultural tapestry, and natural
beauty.

From the rolling hills of the Cotswolds to the rugged coastline of Cornwall,
from the ancient ruins of Stonehenge to the modern skyline of London,
Jenkins guides us through a diverse and awe-inspiring array of landscapes.
Along the way, he shares his insights into the historical events, literary
associations, and architectural wonders that have shaped these iconic
views.
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A Journey Through Time and Space

Jenkins' journey begins in the prehistoric era, with a visit to Stonehenge,
the enigmatic stone circle that has puzzled historians for centuries. From
this ancient monument, he travels through time, exploring the medieval
castles of Windsor and Warwick, the Elizabethan manor houses of
Longleat and Hardwick Hall, and the Georgian grandeur of Bath and
Blenheim Palace.

Each view offers a glimpse into a different chapter of England's past, from
the bloody battles of the Wars of the Roses to the industrial revolution and
the rise of modern Britain. Jenkins' evocative descriptions bring these
historical events to life, allowing us to experience the sights and sounds of
bygone eras.

A Celebration of Nature's Beauty

In addition to its rich history, England is renowned for its stunning natural
beauty. Jenkins pays homage to the country's diverse landscapes, from the
rugged coastline of Cornwall to the tranquil lakes of the Lake District. He
captures the ethereal beauty of the Yorkshire Dales, the rolling hills of the
Cotswolds, and the dramatic peaks of Snowdonia.

Through his vivid prose, Jenkins transports us to these breathtaking
landscapes, inviting us to experience their natural wonders firsthand. He
describes the crashing waves of the Atlantic Ocean, the gentle murmur of a
babbling brook, and the breathtaking panoramas from atop England's
highest mountains.

A Literary Landscape



England has long been a source of inspiration for poets, writers, and artists.
Jenkins explores the literary connections associated with many of the views
in his book. He traces the footsteps of William Shakespeare in Stratford-
upon-Avon, visits the Lake District home of William Wordsworth, and
explores the Yorkshire landscapes that inspired the Brontë sisters.

By connecting these views to their literary associations, Jenkins creates a
deeper understanding of the cultural significance of these places. He
reveals how the beauty of the English landscape has influenced the works
of some of the world's greatest writers and artists.

A Personal Journey

100 Best Views in England is not just a travelogue but also a personal
journey for Jenkins. As a lifelong resident of England, he shares his deep
love for his country and its landscapes. His passion for the natural beauty,
rich history, and cultural heritage of England shines through on every page.

Through his evocative descriptions and insightful observations, Jenkins
invites us to share his journey and to experience the beauty of England
through his eyes. 100 Best Views in England is a must-read for anyone
who loves England, travel, or simply appreciates the beauty of the natural
world.

10 of the Best Views in England

As a taster of the many breathtaking views featured in his book, here are
10 of the best views in England, according to Simon Jenkins:

Stonehenge, Wiltshire

Windsor Castle, Berkshire



Longleat House, Wiltshire

Hardwick Hall, Derbyshire

Bath, Somerset

Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire

Tintagel Castle, Cornwall

The Lake District, Cumbria

The Yorkshire Dales, North Yorkshire

Snowdonia, Wales

These are just a few of the many stunning views that await you in England.
To discover all 100 of Simon Jenkins' favorite views, be sure to pick up a
copy of his book, 100 Best Views in England.
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